IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR STUDY ABROAD

MAY 2010
We are now only about one month away from departing for Munich. To help you arrive at the Easy Palace Hostel where we will be staying, please read the following information and carry it with you when you depart.

1. Flight information

Once you have your ticket information, please email it either to me or to Trevor. We will then put everyone’s flight details together, along with emails and send everyone a copy.

I simply cannot emphasize enough the need to pack light. A medium backpack or suitcase with a small carryon should be sufficient. You will find it much easier to get around airports and security with minimal luggage.

2. Photos

Each of you should follow instructions from Tom Saville (tsaville@siu.edu) about emailing a photo of yourself so our International Programs office can complete your student ID. This ID card comes with about $25,000 of emergency health coverage, evacuation expenses and other benefits. 
3. Copies of documents


You should carry photocopies of your passport, necessary medical information and other important documents with you. It is rare that someone loses his/her passport, but it could happen. If you have a photocopy, it will be easier to replace the passport. The same goes for any important medical or other information that we should know about. Usually things go smoothly, but emergencies do occur, and we should be prepared in those rare cases.

4. Transportation from the airport to Easy Palace City Hostel

There are various ways of traveling from the airport to the Easy Palace City Hostel. The quickest and most convenient is simply to take a taxi. This is also the most expensive unless you are traveling with two or three others. A taxi for four from the airport to the hostel costs about 50 Euros, which is not bad split four ways. But for the individual, this is costly. If you are traveling alone, a cheaper way of getting to the hostel from the airport is to take a Lufthansa bus for about 10 Euros to the main train station and then take a taxi to the Easy Palace City Hostel on Mozartstrasse 4 (Mozart street 4). The Lufthansa bus leaves about every 20 minutes. You should ask at an information booth in the airport as to where the Lufthansa bus for downtown Munich departs. The bus and tax should run you about 20 Euros total.

In case you miss a flight or have some other emergency, try to send me an email at reichert@siu.edu. You can also telephone the Easy Palace City Hostel at 011 49 89-5587970 from the United States. I will be in Munich on January 4, but Trevor will be there on January 3. My cell phone number during that time from the US will be: 011 33 6 21 48 18 90. Do not hesitate to call. Trevor is also available to assist you.
5. Initial stipend of 75 Euros
At the beginning of the course, I will be giving all participants a small stipend of 75 Euros. This amount is intended to cover your transportation from the airport to the hostel. Also, at the end of the course, I will book transportation for everyone back to the airport from the Easy Palace or provide you with a stipend if you arrange your own transportation. 

During the course, the program will provide some meals. And, at the end of the course, there is a farewell dinner at a restaurant.
6. Orientation at the Easy Palace on January 4
I am scheduling an orientation at the Easy Palace at 6:00 p.m. on January 4. This should allow time for everyone to reach the Easy Palace and have at least an hour or so to freshen up. We will introduce ourselves to each other (since most of us have not met), go over the syllabus, and touch base on a few other items. After that, you are free to explore the city or do whatever you want. 

7. Credit or debit card

You should take both a credit and debit card with PIN’s. It is simply very difficult to obtain cash from a bank. ATM’s are everywhere, with ATM’s being the major method to obtain cash. Many places also take credit cards for purchases, but the use of credit cards is not as wide spread in Germany as in the US.

Please contact Trevor or me if you have any questions.

