Information about May 2010 study abroad course 
To all who have expressed interest in the SIUC School of Social Work 2010 study abroad trip 
First, I want to thank all of you who have expressed an interest in the upcoming study abroad trip in Munich. To help you in your decision about participating in the course, I am providing you with the following information: 

Costs 
To participate in the program, you will need to pay a $2,000 program fee. Each participant must pay this. You do not need to pay the $2,000 all at once, but when you send in your application, you must send $250 as a deposit to reserve a place in the course. This deposit is considered an initial payment, with the remaining $1,750 of the program fee due in two further payments: $1,000 by April 1, and the remaining $750 by May 1. 

If you decide not to attend the course, you have until March 15 to obtain the full amount of your deposit ($250) back. If you cancel after March 15, refund of the deposit is at the discretion of the program. In no case can the deposit be refunded after April 1.

The program fee covers all instruction and arrangement of field visits, accommodation, some meals, transportation in Europe relating to the course, and entry fees to museums if part of the program. 

The program fee does not cover your airfare, which you must arrange yourself. This easy to do online through Orbitz, Priceline, or a similar online travel agency. 

The program fee does not cover tuition, which is in addition to the program fee anis explained below 

Tuition 
Based on past courses, the majority of students want to take the course for three hours credit. You pay this tuition cost to SIUC, which then transfers the hours to your university. This program is fully accredited by SIUC and should transfer to your university. However, in a few instances, a particular university may not allow taking this course for credit. This is rarely the case but can occur. Therefore, you need to make sure your university will accept the transfer of the three hours from SIUC if you choose to take the course for credit. 

The cost of three hours of tuition at SIUC varies between $800 - 900, depending on whether it is undergraduate or graduate. That is at current rates, and this figure could be more (although not too much more as annual tuition increases at SIUC have been under 10 percent). 

Tuition is billed separately for the course, and is payable on a schedule that is different from the above program fee schedule. 

You do not have to take the course for credit. In this case, you would only pay the program fee of $2,000. 

Financial aid 
For SIUC students, financial aid is available for the course, as well as one scholarship. 

For students outside SIUC, financial aid may also be available. If your university accepts your application for financial aid, generally all you need to do is to have your financial aid office send International Programs at SIUC a letter letting us know that you will be receiving financial aid for the course. Once that is approved, financial aid will cover your payments to the extent of your loan. Sorry, no SIUC scholarships for non SIUC students. However, you may check with your own university for any assistance you might get--every little bit helps. 

Each year, the course content varies some, so this course will be different from the January 2010 course recently completed. However, no matter when the course occurs, it is intensive and offers an excellent learning experience. I also encourage anyone who participates to consider additional travel in Europe. There are some excellent areas to visit. 

If you have any further questions at this time, please let me know. Thanks. 

Elisabeth Reichert, Ph.D., LCSW 

Professor 

School of Social Work 

Mailcode 4329 

Carbondale, Illinois 62901-4329 

http://www.siu.edu/~socwork/resourcecenter/welcome.htm
